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created that problem. The first University in India was formed on the model of
London University started to impart higher literary education more chiefly to the
clerical rank of employees who had lacked the opportunity or the means of receiving
it in the older Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. That University which has
just finished celebrating its centenary is about to enter upon its new era of useful-
ness as soon as its new offices and hostels are completed. It will then aspire to
mould its system of education to that of its older sisters.
9.   But there is no similar hopeful future   for   our   own Universities which must
continue to examine   till   another   wave   of   public   enthusiasm improves their type.
Meanwhile, other and even   more   pressing   problems   have   forced themselves upon
the attention of the Universities.   The   study   of  humanities   at one time so popular
and, indeed, necessary for an essentially   literary   career,   can   no  longer supply the
expanding demands of new occupations   created by the   numerous inventions and the
revelations of science,   necessitating   the training   of a   corps   of qualified   workers
which    the      Universities       cannot      produce       without       adding     to ^    their
faculties and equipment involving a heavy toll of money in capital and recurring cost.
10.   But even as it is, the true function of a   University is not merely to   impart
knowledge, test it by periodical examinations and  deliver to the   successful   students
their badges which carry with them high privileges  in   securing   employment   or   a
place in the charmed Tanks of the learned and other   professions.   Many of you have
no doubt taxed, and even over-taxed  the   resources of your parents and guardians in
the prosecution of your studies, and now that you  have   realized the summit of your
ambition, other ideas must cross your   minds,   other anxieties haunt your   vision. In
imparting to yor the modicum of   knowledge   which it prescribes as the standard of
your efficiency the University   has discharged   its duty ; but its duty is not done yet
nor is yours to the University with which your   name   will ever remain   associated.
If the one ceases to interest itself in you after   you have   taken your degree, it will
not be your Alma Mater but a mere  mercenary   dry   nurse   unworthy of the great
and noble traditions which the assumption of its office necessarily implies, for though
this University is young it is nevertheless   a University   and that term alone ^carries
with it the acceptance   of certain   ideals and   the   fulfilment   of   certain obligations
which it cannot lightly discard or ignore.
11.   The existing Universities of   the world to-day   are comparatively   young and
new compared to those which studded  the four   corners   of this great continent, the
relics of   which   still bear   witness to   the   devoted   labours   of the   generations of
teachers who received their disciples as free gifts and   to whom they imparted free-
ly and with   a loving heart   all that   was best   in   them.   The   scholars   of Naland,
Taxilla or   Yikrama   Shilla   and a hundred   other   Universities   of Aryyavarta have
imparted a culture and   shed a lustre   which is   now  the   common   heritage   of all
mankind.   They have   perished but the   seed they had sown has since   germinated in
other lands and we have to-day numerous   foundations   which, unconsciously perhaps
but none the less unerringly, carry on the   great traditions   of their forbears and en-
dow to their   alumni   the   priceless   gift of   wisdom and   character by precept and
example, only   possible   by a closer   association of the   teachers with their   students
and the students   inter se.   This is the prime motif of the unitary Universities such as
are the great national Universities   of  England.   As   such,   our   Universities suffers
from a necessary drawback ; but with all that   there is no reason why we should not
keep that ideal before our eyes in our work of teaching,   as  you should in your con-
duct as students of the University.   It is   true that   without   the fire and magnetism
and cohesion of a residential   University   you can never learn by example what little
you may jet gain by precept.   It is like   teaching a bo y Chemistry from books with-
out the aid of an experimental   laboratory.   This  is   a drawback   in   your teaching
which we all regret,   but nevertheless,   it is our aim   to concert   plans to bring you
into closer contact with one another and with   your teachers by devising such means
as our limited resources permit.   Those resources can,   however, be greatly augment-
ed, if you will realise your continued obligation   to your   Alma Mater.   It seems to
me that if every member   of the University realized his responsibility to improve^ the
resources of the University, we shall be every   moment   getting   nearer to   our ideal
of a perfect University which should be our spiritual home not only during the years
of our pupilage but for all time.
12. It is with such support that the great Universities of the "West have been
able to take time by the forelock and adapt their systems to the expanding demands
of the community, English graduates are ever to demand to the numerous branches of
public activity in which at one time all doors were closed to them, Not only are